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in cleansing the soul. Who am I to judge General Dyer? I know
that I am myself full of ill will. How many persons I may be mur-
dering in my mind! What right have I to judge General Dyer?
I have, therefore, resolved not to retaliate if anyone attacks me
with a sword. This is the path of compassion and the underlying
principle of the non-co-operation movement.
But in my speeches I do not mention the word "compas-
sion". I am talking about it today because this is the anniversary
celebration of Srimad Rajchandra. I know that the result of this
movement will be to spread the spirit of compassion. When that
result follows, people will recognize it by themselves.
There is greater sin in killing a serpent or a tiger in a human
form than in killing a real serpent. We kill a tiger out of fear, not
in anger. If there really is a Dharmaraja who judges our sins and
good deeds, he will perhaps have pity on the person who may have
killed a tiger and forgive him, because he will have only follow-
ed the natural instinct of the beast in him. One beast will have
killed another. But behind the murder of a human being, there
is the spirit of revenge and anger, of pride and hypocrisy. Dharma-
raja will say: "You fool! What endless scheming and swindling
must have preceded the murder!"
I tell Jains, and others too, that compassion does not merely
mean not killing bugs, ants and other insects, though certainly
they should not be killed. It also means that no soul born as a
human being must be cheated. And yet what else do the business-
men do ? If any Jain would show his account books to me, I would
immediately prove that he was no Jain. How is the cloth in which
we trade produced ? Dealers ought to consider whether the manu*
facture of cloth is not tainted, whether it is not true that animal
fat is used in sizing cloth. It must be, besides, repugnant to busi-
nessmen to charge exhorbitant rates of interest. This is not
worthily done by a Jain. Dealers may reasonably add to the
cost of an article one pice or two pice for their services. But why
all this cunning higgling and lying? And the interest which is
charged for money lent is so cruelly high that it kills the debtor.
Wherever I go, I hear complaints against Vanias, both Jains and
Vaishnavas. Many whites ask me to see first what excessive rates
of interest our own people charge.
We must cease to be unscrupulous Vanias and become Kshatri-
yas. The Vaisya's dharma does not mean doing no manual work,
no ploughing, no heroism and no consideration for right and wrong.
The true Vaisya, rather, shows himself heroic in his generosity
and discrimination in his business; he follows the Brahmin's
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